
	

	

	

	

One of our most beloved Black Studies faculty members at San Diego Mesa College, Tchaiko Kwayana, made her 
transition on May 6, 2017, after a debilitating illness.  She was surrounded by her loving husband of over 50 years, Eusi 
Kwayana and two of their adult children, Kofi and Iyabo. Their other adult child, Kwame, joins a host of family and 
friends in grieving her loss. The magnanimous quality of her character now persists from the realm of the ancestors. 
 
Tchaiko had been an adjunct professor at San Diego Mesa College for over a decade. She taught both U.S. History and 
Honors English from an African American perspective. She loved challenging her students to think, study, write, 
research, and share their opinions. Rather than accepting her pupils referring to themselves as students, Tchaiko 
required them to think of themselves as “scholars.”  This set a tone in her classroom of mutual respect and raised the 
bar of expectation to one of excellence. For many of us including some of her students—her passing represents the 
end of an era.  Ancestor Tchaiko taught and paved the way for students to be transformed into cultural, political and 
educational activists.  She embodied the African proverb, “Each one teach one; each one reach one.” Her extended family 
includes those who struggled with pride to complete their GEDs to distinguished college and university professors. 
For Tchaiko, everyone is born with an obligation to do their best to study, teach others and work for social justice. 
 
A distinguished scholar herself, having graduated from college at 16, Tchaiko went on to teach at every level on three 
continents. Accolades followed her throughout her tenure in education. She was one of only 20 individuals chosen 
nationwide by the Project on the History of Black Writing at the University of Kansas to facilitate the Langston 
Hughes National Poetry Circle in 2004-2005. Although she had amassed over 50 years of experience as an educator, 
Tchaiko considered herself to be a lifelong learner.  Before her transition, Tchaiko was engaged in studies at Union 
Institute, toward the completion of a doctoral degree in History, with a specialization in African Antiquities.   
 
Tchaiko Kwayana is also greatly revered for her tireless work in the community. Through her research and her writing, 
Tchaiko was able to formulate philosophical pathways to liberation for Africans in the Americas.  Her first major 
article, “Black Pride: Some Contradictions” published in Toni Cade Bambara’s groundbreaking anthology, The Black 
Woman (1970) under Tchaiko’s maiden name, Ann Cook, was insightful and still relevant today. Tchaiko, along with 
contemporaries, John Henrick Clarke, Yosef Ben-Jochannan, Ivan Van Sertima, Runoko Rashidi and others, formed a 
brilliant cadre of educators aimed at ensuring the resurrection and dissemination of African contributions to 
civilization, especially, via the Journal of African Civilizations. In San Diego, Tchaiko is still remembered for her 
community study series, “The Sankofa Bird Project,” through which she sought to educate the community about 
African civilization, pre-colonial to enslavement. For many, it was the first time they had ever learned anything true or 
relevant about Africa and the horrors of enslavement. The name Tchaiko means “one who seeks truth” and true to her 
name, Tchaiko spent her life bringing truth both to the academy and to the community. Tchaiko will be deeply missed 
and warmly remembered by family, friends, students and colleagues. 
 
There will be a “Celebration of the Life of Tchaiko Kwayana” on Saturday, June 24th from 6 – 9 p.m. at The 
Worldbeat Cultural Center, 2100 Park Blvd., San Diego, CA 92101. The Celebration includes a drum call procession, libation, 
prayers, slides, music, and expressions of love and appreciation for Tchaiko, with food following specially prepared by Makeda 
Dread. All who knew and admired Tchaiko are welcome to attend! Monetary donations, in lieu of flowers, will assist the family in 
relocating Tchaiko’s husband, Eusi, now over 90, to Georgia. Make checks out to Kofi Kwayana. Boxes (flattened), packing tape 
and packing assistance would also be greatly appreciated. For more information, contact Judy Sundayo at jsundayo@sdccd.edu. 
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